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Author
Biography

Tony Debajo is the author of In The Shadow of Ruin, a gripping historical
action-adventure with multi-layered characters and an immersive storyline.
Tony Debajo was born in Downpatrick,
Northern Ireland in 1978. Shortly after, his
parents moved to London, England, where
he lived until he was six years old, then
the family relocated to Nigeria. He lived
there for 11 years before coming back to
England. Tony studied Civil Engineering
at the University of East London and has
worked in this field for seventeen years.
Tony’s inspiration for his novel comes from
his time spent in Nigeria, where he became
fascinated with the culture of his heritage.
At a young age, he was very creative. He
had a vivid imagination for characters and
far-away lands. In his teens, he created
comic books, and was once approached by
a local newspaper to have a regular feature
in their comic column, however, being the
son of doctors, this path was naturally
frowned upon, and he never pursued it.
He found his passion for reading and loved
tales of ancient civilisations, enthralled
by their way of life, beliefs, and cultures.
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Author Bio cont.
He devoured any books he could lay his hands on about the Roman empire, the Mongol
empire, ancient Greece, Nordic civilisations, but most of all the mythology associated with
these people.
He soon realised that his country of origin was equally rich with traditions, tales of ancient
gods and acts of heroism and decided to tap into that world. Although he found a wealth
of material covering Western African civilisations, he could not find books and stories
compelling enough to shed light on these fascinating people and attract readers unfamiliar
with African history. So, he decided to write one.
Garnering tales and folklore remembered as a child, some of which would have been
passed down through generations and typically told around fires, he began writing his
debut novel, In the Shadow of Ruin, which grew as he wrote and will now be a series called
The Fractured Kingdom. Tony hopes to bring to life his characters and set them free into
the world.
To find out more information about his books, please visit his website at:

de-bajo.com
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King Jide Adelani has ruled the lands of the Yoruba in West Africa for many peaceful
years, but now his kingdom is in turmoil and the cold grasp of death’s embrace is closing
in around everything he holds dear.
Jide spent years garnering the respect and loyalty of the tribes in the hopes of uniting them
into one cohesive empire when his half-brother, Prince Olise, returns from banishment to
claim the throne as his own.
The offspring of a union between the late King Adeosi and the evil enchantress Ekaete, the
bitter Olise has devoted the last decade to one purpose; to seize the throne and rule the
kingdom. If he fails, he risks his name being erased from the history of the tribes.
With the support of his mother, a powerful witch whose name is whispered in fear across
the lands of the tribes, the outcast Olise now seems unstoppable in achieving his goal.
Facing overwhelming military might and dark forces that he cannot comprehend, Jide
must either choose to ignore the warnings of the gods, and seek help from those who also
practice dark arts; or risk losing his kingdom.

IN THE SHADOW OF RUIN | MEDIA KIT

TONY DEBAJO

03

Chapter
Excerpt

EXCERPTED FROM CHAPTER ELEVEN - THE THIRD
Ayo finally caught up with Enitan standing silently amongst the trees, peering into
the gloom of the densely populated forest. The vegetation around Enitan swayed gently
in the night air but the temperature around him was strangely warmer than the rest of
the forest when he got closer. Ayo could not sense anyone around, but he felt a presence
that he had never felt before, something profound that sent a chill through his bones. Something has happened here, he thought, and he walked cautiously towards the boy who
stood in contrast to the swaying trees and shrubs arrayed in their natural splendour.
Somehow, Enitan appeared to stand taller, like a man grown, from the set of his
shoulders and his stance; his legs were set apart as if ready to fight, and he saw that
Enitan had his sword in his hand, held casually but firmly by his side.
Ayo’s fear started to mount, but he forced himself to walk forward and gently
touch Enitan on the shoulder. It took a few seconds for Enitan’s eyes to focus, pulling
him away from some distant place, and he turned his head to look at Ayo. ‘My prince, we
cannot stay here, soldiers are hunting us and I fear–’ Enitan cut him off. ‘Ile-Ife is under
attack.’
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Main
Characters

Jide Adelani: A king and rules over all the southern tribes of Nigeria. He is a renowned warrior and
honorable ruler, who is beloved by all his subjects. He is a pious man and believes in upholding the
traditions of his people.
Olise Adelani: The half-brother of King Jide. He is also a warrior of some repute, but he is an
arrogant and bitter prince. He is quick to temper, which tends to cloud his judgment and he has no
regards for people he considers to be below his station.
Toju Adelani: The first son of the King Jide and heir to the southern kingdom. He is a naturally
gifted warrior, which was evident at a very young age, and is said to have been blessed with
the skill of the god of war. He is known to have a fiery temper and often comes across as selfimportant, believing in the separation of social classes.
Niran Adelani: The second son of King Jide and is by far the most popular of the princes. Like his
father, he is loved by all, and is exceptionally intelligent and perceptive, speaking many languages
of the tribes. He is not a natural warrior like his brother Toju, but is no stranger to the spear, as is
expected of a prince of the realm.
Enitan Adelani: The third son of King Jide. A jovial child whose only concern is to seek adventure.
He is often overlooked by his brothers because of his mischievousness, but secretly adored by the
princes and their doting mother; Queen Lara. Unknown to him, he has been marked by the hand of
the most feared deity; Shango the god of thunder, whose powers come alive in Enitan whenever
he is angered or fearful.
Ekaete: The mother of prince Olise. She had declared herself regent for a time before Jide
ascended the throne and has since despised him for taking the royal seat from her son Olise. She
is rumored to belong to a cult of witches and has been thought to be responsible for tragedies that
have befallen the kingdom and supporters of the king. Her name is often whispered in fear across
the lands of the tribes.
Akin: The blood-guard of King Jide (all the males in the royal household are assigned a bloodguard at birth. They serve as protectors and lifelong companions to their charge). Akin is a great
warrior, whose name precedes him. He comes from an elite tribe of warrior sworn to protect the
royal family. He is a man of many principles but respects warriors above everything.
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Target
Audience

READERS OF
HISTORICAL FICTION

READERS OF ADVENTURE-FILLED
FANTASY STORIES

Readers who enjoy immersing themselves in

Readers who enjoy adventure-filled fantasy stories will

stories filled with African culture, as well as those

be unable to put down this immensely entertaining

who enjoy historical fiction that focuses its story

story of two brothers locked in a power struggle for a

outside of the ancient European civilizations, will be

kingdom that they both view as their own.

captivated by this page-turning tale.
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Sample Interview
Questions

01

Why write a book based in ancient west Africa?

02

How many books do you intend to write in the series?

03

Which authors do you draw inspiration from?

04

What is the last book you read?
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Do you think that books from BIPOC authors are underrepresented in the
market?

06

What would be your ideal vision for the book?

07

What do you do when you’re not reading or writing a book?

08

Which character from your book do you most identify with?

09

Describe your writing process?

10

How long has this book been in the works?
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Downloadable
Cover Image

Contact the author at tony@de-bajo.com to request a copy of their cover image for usage in
articles and other various media coverage.
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Connect with
Tony Debajo
via email
tony@de-bajo.com

or online at
Website - Twitter - Instagram
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